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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HUYTON-WITH-ROBY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  community  can  be  considered 
satisfactory  during  1947.  The  death  rate  of  8.8  per  1,000  was 
lower  that  that  for  the  previous  year  and  considerably  below  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales  (12.0). 

The  birth  rate  at  26  per  1,000  showed  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  and  was  considerably  above  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  (20.5). 

The  death  rate  amongst  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
(infantile  mortality  rate)  was  76  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  5 per 

1,000  over  the  previous  year  and  identical  with  the  rate  for  1945. 

* 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  showed  a slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year,  this  being  due  to  an  increased  incidence 
of  measles.  Four  cases  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  (infantile 
paralysis)  were  notified  during  the  summer  months.  There  was 
no  obvious  connection  between  any  of  these  cases  and  there  were 
no  deaths.  Considering  the  high  incidence  in  many  other  parts  of 
the  County  area,  we  can  probably  consider  ourselves  as  being 
fortunate. 

In  order  to  intensify  the  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign 
in  the  district,  a Diphtheria  Immunisation  Nurse  was  appointed 
in  December.  This  appointment  was  also  combined  with  that  of 
Home  Help  Supervisor  in  order  to  organise  and  extend  the  Home 
Help  Scheme  started  early  in  the  year. 

I should  like  again  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my 
colleagues  in  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  W.  BUNTING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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STATISTICS. 


Area,  in  Acres  .... 

.... 

3,054 

Population — Census,  1931 

5,368 

Reigistrar  General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population,  mid- 1947. 

50,350 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931)  .... 

1,236 

End  of  1947  according  to  Rate  Books 

.... 

12,525 

Rateable  Value 

....  . 

^223,844 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

^853 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Registrar-General’s  estimate,  mid- 1947- 

—50,350. 

Live  Births — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

1,287 

646 

641 

Illegitimate 

55 

25 

30 

Total 

1,342 

671 

671 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  mid- 1947 — 26.6 

Stillbirths — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

30 

17 

13 

Illigitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,00  total 
(live  and  still)  births — 23 

32 

18 

14 

Deaths 

Total 

M. 

F. 

447 

227 

220 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population — 8.8 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
Death  total  (live  and 
still)  births 


Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

nil. 

nil. 

Other  maternal 

nil. 

nil. 

Total  maternal  mortality 

nil. 

nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age — 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

97 

53 

44 

I llegitimate 

....  3 

1 

2 

Total 

100 

54 

46 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

74 

75 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

54 

Principal  Causes  of  Deaths — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

62 

,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

nil. 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

.... 

....  .... 

nil. 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

.... 

....  .... 

14 
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Maternal 

Per  i.ooo  of  estimated  population  mortality  rate 

^ ' . _ — . 


Live 

birth- 

Population— 

rate 

For  birth-rate 

For  death-rate  50,350 

Mean  of  5 years,  1942-1946 

Y ear — 

24.5 

1946  

25.5 

1947  

26.6* 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1947  on — 

5 years'  average , 1942-1946  +2.1 

Previous  year  ....  +1.1 


Crude 

Death- 

Death 

Periooo 

Periooo 

Rate  of 

death- 

rate 

rate 

live 

total 

deaths 

rate 

from 
tuber- 
culosis of 
respiratory 
system 

from 

cancer 

births 

(live  and 
still) 
births 

under 
one  year 
per  i.ooo 
live  births 

9.1 

0.56 

1.28 

1.04 

1.01 

63 

9.2 

0.58 

1.21 

0.81 

0.79 

69 

8.8 

0.73 

1.23 

nil. 

nil. 

74 

-0.3  +0.17- 

-0.05 

—1.04 

—1.01 

+ 11 

-0.4  +0.15  +0.02 

—0.81 

—0.79 

+ 5 

*1947  adjusted  death-rate  (comparablity  factor,  per  1,000) 


Cause  of  Deaths  in  the  Urban  District,  1947. 

TOTAL  DEATHS. 

Causes  of  Death 

1 Typhoid  and  Parat.  fevers 

Male 

Female 

2 

Cerebro -spinal  fever 

— 

1 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

0 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

18 

19 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

2 

3 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

9 

Influenza 

1 

1 

10 

Measles 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Polio -Myelitis 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  .... 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  : Oesoph  ; (M)  Uteris  : (F) 

3 

9 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

3 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast  .... 

— 

3 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .... 

27 

15 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

18 

Intra-cran.  Vase.  Lesions 

16 

21 

19 

Heart  disease 

40 

43 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

2 

4 

21 

Bronchitis 

12 

9 

22 

Pneumonia 

15 

10 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

2 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

— 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

7 

7 

26 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  .... 

2 

5 

28 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

29 

Puer.  and  Post-Abort,  sepsis 

— 

— 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

31 

Premature  Birth  .... 

17 

11 

32 

Congenital  causes 

16 

16 

33 

Suicide 

2 

— 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  .... 

6 

3 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

6 

36 

All  other  causes  .... 

25 

23 

All  Causes 

227 

220 
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Summary  of  the  Vital  Statistics  for  1947  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole 

and  for  certain  groups  of  towns. 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality, 
and  Case-rates  for  certain  Infectious  in  the  year  1947. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns). 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.B’s  and 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

(Resident)  Pop. 
25,000—50,000 
at  1931  Census 

London 

Admin. 

County 

Births  — - 

*Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

Live  Births 

20. 5f 

23.3 

22,2 

22.7 

Still  Births 

0.50f 

0.62 

0.54 

0.49 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes  .... 

12. Of 

13.0 

11.9 

12.8 

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid .... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria  .... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Influenza  .... 

0.09 

0.09 

0.08 

0.08 

Smallpox  .... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Notifications  : — 

Typhoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro -spinal  fever 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

Scarlet  fever 

1.37 

1.54 

1.37 

1.31 

Whooping  Cough 

2.22 

2.41 

2.02 

2.80 

Diptheria  .... 

0.13 

0.15 

0.14 

0.14 

Erysipelas  .... 

0.19 

0.21 

0.18 

0.22 

Smallpox  .... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Measles 

9.41 

9.13 

9.58 

5.29 

Pneumonia 

0.79 

0.89 

0.68 

0.64 

Deaths  : — 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births  : — 

All  causes  under  1 year 
of  age 

41* 

47 

36 

37 

Enteritis  and  Diarr- 
hoea under  2 years 
of  age 

5.8 

8.0 

3.7 

4.8 

Notifications. 

Rates  per 

1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

Puerperal  fever 

\ 7 16 

8.99 

6.27 

f 1.21 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

\ 6.94** 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 


Rates  per  1,000 
Total  (Live  and 

Rates  per  million 

Still)  Births 

women  aged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.10  ’ 

9 

141  Abortion  without  sepsis 

147  Puerperal  infections 

0.06 

0.16 

5 

ifo Other  maternal  causes 
148-150/ 

0.85 

A dash  ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths.  * Per  1,000  related  births. 

/Rates  per  1,000  total  population.  **  Including  Puerperal  fever. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — Frederick  William  Bunting,  M.B.E.,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  Colin  Cooper. 


Laboratory  Facilities  : 

All  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Liverpool  City  Laboratories,  Mount 
Pleasant,  Liverpool. 


Ambulance  Facilities  : 

For 

Infectious  Cases  .... 

Non-infectious  cases 
Accident  Cases 
Maternity  Cases  .... 


Provided  by 

Whiston,  Huyton  and  Prescot  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

County  Hospital,  Whiston. 

County  Hospital,  Whiston. 

County  Hospital,  Whiston. 


Nursing  in  the  Home  : 

No  general  arrangements  are  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  The 
Local  Authority  contributes  ^280  per  annum  to  the  Local  Nursing  Association. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply  : 

The  Water  Supply  for  the  district  is  obtained  from  the  Corporation 
of  Liverpool  and  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  in  quantity.  Water  is 
supplied  from  public  mains  as  follows  : — 

(а)  Direct  to  houses  : — 12,525  dwelling  houses. 

(б)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  : — None. 

Water  is  supplied  from  private  supply  in  one  case  i.e.,  shallow  well, 
and  serving  one  dwelling  house. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  : 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  served  by  disposal  works  employing 
sedimentation  tanks,  percolating  filters  and  sludge  digestion  plant.  D.W.F. 
950,000  gallons  per  day.  Remainder  of  district  taken  by  Liverpool  sewers. 


Closet  Accommodation  : 

Privy  Middens 6 

No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 6 

No.  of  pail  closets  16 

No.  of  dry  ash-pits  (exc.  middens)  78 

No.  of  movable  ash  bins  12,441 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  12,503 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets  12,503 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  Nil 


Conversions  : 

6 privy  middens  were  converted  to  fresh  water  closets. 
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HOUSING 

(a)  Housing  Statistics  for  1947  : 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  126 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  810 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  130 

(b)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

1 . Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  336 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 652 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  and  1932  Nil 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  or  in- 

jurious to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub -head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 326 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  249 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 26 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 25 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 1 

( b ) Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 61 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  61 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders Nil 
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(c)  Housing  Conditions  : 

Most  of  the  property  has  been  constructed  within  the  last  fifteen  years 
and  is  of  the  type  for  the  accommodation  of  the  lower  income  groups  of 
people.  Construction  is  sound  in  most  cases.  In  the  older  parts  of  the  district 
there  is  still  a fair  amount  of  old  terrace-type  cottages,  which  will  require 
to  be  dealt  with  by  clearance  or  reconditioning  as  soon  as  conditions  permit. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Briefly  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  during  the  year 
1947  can  be  summarised  as  follows  : — High  incidence  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Four  cases  of  polio -myelitis  were  notified. 
One  in  August,  one  in  September,  and  two  in  October.  There  was  no  obvious 
connection  traceable  between  these  cases,  or  others  in  the  County  Area. 

Incidence  of  Diphtheria  showed  a decline  during  the  year,  and  clinically 
it  was  mainly  of  mild  type. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1947. 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Groups 

Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0— 

1 

— 

1 

— 



1— 

3 

1 .... 

3 — 

— 

— 

2 — 

5— 

2 

3 .... 

2 2 

— 

— 



10— 

— 

1 .... 

1 2 

— 

— 

— 1 

15— 

1 

10  .... 

— — 

1 

6 



20— 

5 

4 .... 

— 2 

1 

2 .... 

— 1 

25— 

6 

5 .... 

3 — 

5 

4 

— 1 

35— 

4 

5 .... 

— — 

5 

5 .... 



45— 

6 

5 .... 

— — 

2 

2 .... 



55— 

5 

1 .... 



3 

— 



65  and  upwards 

33 

35 

9 6 

18 

19 

2 3 

Totals 

68 

15 

37 

5 

Disinfection  after  Infectious  Disease. 

The  method  used  for  the  disinfection  of  houses  after  infectious  diseases 
is  by  the  means  of  formalin  lamps  and  spray.  The  method  for  disinfection 
of  bedding  etc.,  is  by  dry  heat  (electrical)  the  plant  being  situated  at  Woolfall 
Hall. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  during  1947 — 234. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  sessions  are  held  in  schools  and  child  welfare  clinics,  also 
arrangements  are  made  with  local  medical  practitioners  to  provide  immunisa- 
tion privately. 

No.  of  persons  who  received  artificial  immunisation  during  1947. 

(i)  Pre-school  children  721'  Prophylactic  used — A.P.T. 

(ii)  School  children  379  Prophylactic  used — A.P.T.  & T.A.F 

(iii)  Adults  Nil. 


Immunisation  state  of  child  population  as  at  31st  December,  1947. 


Under 

5 yrs. 

Over  5 yrs. 
and  under 
15  yrs. 

Total  under 
15  yrs.  of  age 

No.  of  children  that  have  now  been 
protected  by  artificial  immunisation 

2681 

8109 

10,790 

Percentage  of  children  protected  in 
the  above  age  group 

48.03 

74.5 

65.6 

Pathological  & bacteriological  examination. 


No.  of  specimens  examined  in  1947. 


{a) 

diptheria — 276 

(b) 

(o) 

enteric  fever — nil. 

(cl) 

(e) 

tubercle  bacilli — 1 

(/) 

scarlet  fever — nil. 
dysentery — 4 

haemolytic  streptococci — 4 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect  of  the  Year  1947 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Huyton  with  Roby  in  the  County  of  Lancaster. 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec- 
tion made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Insp’tions 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 
prose ’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities 

5 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 

Authority 

12 

16 

4 

None 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local 

Authority  f (ex- 
eluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

4 

4 

Total 

21 

26 

4 

None 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  Found 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  seperate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  .... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  seperate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  rela- 
ting to  Outwork) 

4 

4 

None 

3 

None 

Total 

4 

4 

None 

3 

None 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


For  the  year  ending  31s£  December , 1947. 


Public  Health  Department, 

14  Westmorland  Road, 

Huy  ton, 

nr.  Liverpool, 

July,  1948. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

During  the  past  year  the  work  of  the  Department  has  proceeded 
satisfactorily.  The  Staff  is  now  up  to  establishment. 

In  reference  to  property  repairs  there  has  been  some  improve- 
ment during  the  year,  but  we  are  not  yet  up  to  the  stage  that  we 
should  like  to  see.  Practically  all  this  class  of  work  is  being  done 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  but  we  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  be  able  to  make  full  use  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
Briefly  the  position  is  that  with  the  newer  property,  owners  are 
more  willing  to  do  work  now-a-days  to  prevent  further  deteriora- 
tion to  their  property,  whilst  in  the  case  of  old  property  there  is 
uncertainty  as  to  the  ultimate  fate  of  such,  and  consequently,  an 
unwillingness  to  incur  expenditure. 

Sampling  of  food  and  inspection  of  food  premises  has  received 
considerable  attention,  during  the  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

C.  COOPER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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Summary  of  the  Work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
Complaints. 


Complaints  have  been  received  and  investigated  as 

shown  below 

Defects 

Number 

Drainage 

— 

115 

Refuse  accommodation 

— 

63 

Housing 

.... 

180 

Rat  nuisance 

— 

165 

General  nuisance 

.... 

234- 

Total 

757 

Notices  served. 

Preliminary  Notices 

— 

572 

Statutory  Notices 

.... 

203 

Total 

775 

Summary  of  Inspectors  Visits 

Bakehouses 

.... 

10 

Factories  and  Workshops 

.... 

26 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  .... 

.... 

198 

Butchers  Shops  and  other  Food  Premises 



776 

Investigation  of  Infectious  Diseases 

— 

439 

Investigation  of  Public  Health  Nuisances 

— 

....  3150 

Inspection  under  Housing  Act.  1936 

— 

....  2046 

Rodent  investigations 

— 

....  112 

Drainage 

— 

811 

Refuse  accommodation 

.... 

299 

Miscellaneous 

.... 

555 

Total 

8422 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.— 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  supply  for  the  district  comes  from  the  large  dealers 
outside  the  area.  There  are  three  cow-keepers  with  premises  within  the 
district  keeping  approximately  sixty  cows,  other  purveyors  of  milk  with 
premises  within  the  district  number  two. 
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Premises  are  inspected  frequently  and  their  condition  is  good.  Regular 
samples  are  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  all  purveyors  and  the 
following  are  the  results  for  the  year  : — • 


Sample  submitted 
for 

No.  of  samples 
submitted 

Result 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Methylene  Blue 
examination 

97 

81 

16 

Phosphatase  Test 

38 

38 

— 

Bacillis  Tuberculosis 

55 

Positive 

Negative 

5 

50 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  nineteen  premises  within  the  district  registered  under  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers  Act  1938). 
Twelve  are  dealers  only,  and  seven  are  makers.  Of  the  latter  two  are  making 
hot  mix  and  five  use  the  COMPLETE  COLD  MIX  powder.  Premises  are 
frequently  inspected  and  all  operations  regularly  scrutinised.  Conditions 
generally  are  good.  During  the  season  thirty  samples  were  taken  for  bac- 
teriological examination,  and  of  these  eighteen  were  satisfactory,  and  twelve 
unsatisfactory. 

Other  food  premises. 

All  premises  were  food  is  sold  or  prepared  for  sale  are  regularly  inspected . 
Their  condition  generally  is  good. 


Unsound  Food. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were,  on  inspection,  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  : — 


Boneless  Beef.... 
Bacon  .... 

Butter 

Cheese 

Beans 

Peas 

Dates  .... 

Sugar  .... 

Tea 

Prunes.... 

Meat  products 

Milk  

Vegetables 

Fish 

Fruit  and  Preserves 
Soup  .... 


53  lbs. 
28  lbs. 

8 lbs. 
12|lbs. 

4 cwts. 
28  lbs. 
61  lbs. 

3 cwts. 
68  lbs. 
93  lbs. 
404  tins 
928  tins 
557  tins 
146  tins 
83  tins 
13  tins 
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Food  Sampling  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938) 

This  work  is  performed  by  the  County  Authorities,  and  during  the  year 
the  following  samples  were  taken  : — 

Milk  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  39  Formals  70  Informals 

Other  articles  of  Food  & Drugs  ....  2 Formals  82  Informals 

None  of  the  samples  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 


Rodent  Control. 

The  Council  accepted  the  Ministry  of  Food  Scheme  as  outlined  in  Cir- 
culars N.S.  11  and  12  respectively.  The  surface  survey  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  11,382  premises  were  visited. 

Total  cases  reported  : — 


Rat  Infestation  316 

Mice  ,,  44 

All  these  cases  were  investigated  with  the  following  results.  : — 


Ra 

its 

Mi 

ce 

Genuine 

No  Evidence 

Genuine 

No  Evidence 

112 

204 

6 

38 

The  genuine  cases  were  all  treated,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Total  estimated  kill  576 

Bodies  recovered  105 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
In  the  first  instance  551  manholes  were  baited,  and  for  these  only  one  take 
was  recorded.  In  the  second  instance  175  manholes  were  baited,  and  for 
these  six  takes  were  recorded. 

These  results  are  very  satisfactory  showing  that  the  rat  population  of 
the  sewers  in  the  district  is  at  a very  low  level.  As  a comparison  our  first 
sewer  maintenance  treatment  was  undertaken  in  August  1944  when  1,073 
manholes  were  baited  and  showed  takes  of  121,  with  an  estimated  kill  of 
425  rats.  Since  then  takes  have  steadily  declined  until  we  have  the  present 
low  level. 
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